
Your Simple  
Guide to a Safer, 
More Comfortable 
Home
Created by Bud Ma�hews Services 
1 Number to Call

1 Trusted Team

40+ Years of Serving Local Families

HVAC • PLUMBING • ELECTRICAL • APPLIANCE REPAIR • DESIGN/BUILD • REMODEL

Schedule your service call today!

919.929.0203 • BudMa�hews.com



Appliance Life in Years Purchase Date

Air-conditioner compressor 12-15

Shingles (asphalt, wood, shake) 20-30

Asphalt driveway 8-12

Baseboard heating system 15-25

Boiler, hot-water or steam 25-35

Brick and concrete patio 15-25

Brick and stone wall 50+

Central air conditioning unit 10-15

Concrete block foundation 50+

Concrete walk 10-20

Dishwasher 6-10

Dryer 6-10

Electric range 10-18

Electric water heater 5-12

Exhaust fan 5-10

Faucet 10-15

Fence 10-15

Floor tile 30-40+

Forced-air furnace, heat pump 12-18

Freezers, standard 10-20

Furnace (gas- and oil-ťred) 15-20

Garage door opener 8-12

Garage door 20-25

Garbage disposal 5-10

Gas oven 10-18

Gas range 12-20

Gas water heater 6-12

Gutters & downspout 25-30

Heat exchanger 10-15

Humidiťer 5-7

Microwave 6-12

Poured concrete foundation 35-50+

Pump (sump & well) 5-12

Keeping up with a home can feel like a full-time job, from leaky faucets to seasonal maintenance. That’s why we created this 

checklist: a simple guide with seasonal reminders and quick DIY checks to help you spot small issues early and keep your home 

running smoothly.

Appliance Life in Years Purchase Date

Refrigerator 10-18

Sheet metal 20-50

Siding, aluminum 20-40

Siding, steel 30-50

Siding, vinyl 30-45

Siding, wood 12-50+

Sinks, China 15-20

Sinks, enamel-coated cast iron 20-30

Sinks, enamel-coated steel 5-10

Slate roof tile 40-60+

Smoke detector 5-10

Sprinkler system 10-14

Stucco 20-40+

Swimming Pool 10-20

Trash Compactor 6-10

Tile 30-40+

Washer, clothes 8-16

Waste piping, cast iron 50+

Wooden & wood frame deck 12-20
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Home Comfort & Safety Checklist

Expected Lifespan of Major Home Components — based on routine maintenance per manufacturer.



Spring Date Checked

Check for roof damage

Check all exterior fascia and trim for deterioration

Schedule your Summer Maintenance for your HVAC System — call Bud at 919.929.0203

Inspect your water heater for rust or leaks

Check your ťre extinguishers

Clean the kitchen exhaust hood and air ťlter

Repair all cracked, broken, and uneven driveways and walks to ensure a level walking surface

Check the shutoff valves at all plumbing ťxtures to make sure they function properly

Clean the clothes dryer exhaust duct and damper, and the space under the dryer

Schedule exterminator or spray for pests

Clean window screens and check for holes

Schedule a septic check (if applicable) — call Bud at 919.929.0203

Summer

Check exterior siding — pressure wash and paint as needed

Check kids’ playground equipment

Check wood deck or concrete patio for deterioration

Check the nightlights at the top and bottom of all stairways

Check all window and door locks

Check your home for water leaks (crawlspace, attic, outside hose bibs, under sinks)

Check water hoses on the washer, refrigerator, icemaker, and dishwasher for cracks and bubbles

Fall

Schedule Winter Maintenance for your HVAC System — call Bud at 919.929.0203

Winterize outside hose bibs

Run all gas-powered lawn equipment until the fuel is gone

Test your emergency generator

Have a certiťed chimney sweep inspect and clean the Ŧues and check your ťreplace damper

Remove birds’ nests from chimney Ŧues and outdoor electrical ťxtures

Check that bathroom ťxture caulking is adequate to prevent water from seeping into the subŦoor

Clean gutters and downspouts

Fill propane tank (if applicable)

Winter

Familiarize responsible family members with the gas main valve and other appliance valves

Test all AFCI and GFCI devices

Occasionally check for ice-dam formation in the gutters — only when it is safe to do so

Disconnect hoses, drain outdoor faucets

Shut off and drain irrigation systems
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Seasonal Reminders — tips to protect your investment and keep you comfortable and safe year ’round.
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Plumbing  

WATER HEATER

Year installed

Model

Serial number(s)

Electric shutoff switch Location:

Fuel shutoff valve Location:

Main water shutoff valve Location:

DWV cleanout pipe Location:

SEPTIC TANK

Year installed Location:

PRIVATE WATER WELL

Year installed Location:

HVAC

1 - UPSTAIRS

Year installed

Model

Serial number

2 - DOWNSTAIRS

Year installed

Model

Serial number

3 - OTHER

Year installed

Model

Serial number

Electrical

Main panelboard Location:

Main disconnect Location:

GFCI/AFCI Location:

Fire Extinguisher

Year installed Location:

Locations of Major Home Components



Monthly

Change air ťlters

Change water ťlters in the refrigerator

Run water in seldom-used sinks/showers to keep traps ťlled and prevent odors

Annual

Review your emergency escape plan with your family

Make sure your house number is visible from the street for ťrst responders to see

Replace all extension cords that have become brittle, worn or damaged

Inspect and clean dust from the covers of smoke detectors, carbon monoxide, and radon alarms

Water testing

Dryer vent cleaning

Flush water heater (if it is older than 3 years old and has never been Ŧushed it is not recommended to do so 

Change your whole house ťlters

Check attic/basement for leaks, pests, or insulation issues

Emergency/Storm Prep

Check batteries

Check Ŧashlights

Candles

Blankets

Nonperishable foods

Battery-powered radio

Solar-powered chargers for phones

Drinking water

Fill propane tanks

Cut ťrewood

Know your closest evacuation route

Test all AFCI and GFCI devices

Occasionally check for ice-dam formation in the gutters — only when it is safe to do so

Disconnect hoses, drain outdoor faucets

Shut off and drain irrigation systems
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Monthly and Annual Maintenance Recommendations



Too Many To-Dos? One Call 
Fixes Them All.
Leaks, �ickers, and tune-ups —  
every corner of your home covered.

Need help checking items off this list? That’s where Bud comes  

in. Call today to claim your $100 Bud Bucks towards a home  

maintenance plan, service repair, or installation.
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Purchase Date  Model  Serial Number  Notes

Kitchen

Dishwasher

Range  n Gas      n Electric

Oven     n Gas      n Electric

Refrigerator

Microwave

Laundry

Washer

Dryer

Other

Additional Home Appliances


